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Assumptions That Affect Teaching in the American Classroom

a way that you find disruptive or disrespectful of others,

_discuss the problem with someone as soon as you are

aware of it. Others have probably been in a similar
situation before, and an experienced teacher or a teaching
consultanty' at your school’s center for teaching may have
some useful insights. One strategy they might suggest is to
talk to the student outside of class. Asking what the student
thinks is going onMi)Tamé the effect of the behavior
on others may help solve the problem.

Occasionally you may doubt that an assignment was
written by the student who claims to be the author. Or you
may question the student’s use of sources. The professor
of each course is responsible for announcing (preferably in
writing) the course policy about working together on
homework assignments. Colleges and universities
typically have a written policy that is communicated to
students about the serious expectation of independent
written work in longer assignments as well as honesty in
taking exams. Since standards regarding the nature and
consequences of plagiarism vary, check on your own
institution’s published statements. Confer with others in
authority before acting on such cases.
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